
 



Proposal 

Members of the Takoma community would like to return The Hand sculpture to Takoma, DC. The Hand 

is an important piece of civil rights history which has roots in the community. The proposal is to place 

The Hand on 4th St, NW as part of the upcoming traffic and streetscape changes that are proposed to 

occur in 2016.  A prominent location has been selected in the design, offering The Hand as a beacon to 

the community and reflective of its history. Approximately $100,000 in funding is required to move the 

piece, restore it and mount it in its new location (phase one) with appropriate lighting and descriptive 

murals to share the story and educate visitors (phase two).  

 

The Hand 

The Hand is an approximately 12 foot high by 5 foot wide, metal sculpture created by artist Jim 

Fauntleroy in 1968 and commissioned by Southern Christian Leadership Conference associate and 

former Takoma, DC resident, Vincent de Forest for the Poor People’s Campaign on the National Mall 

during the summer of 1968 as a traveling exhibit.  The Poor People’s Campaign was initiated as a 

peaceful movement to draw attention to the growing poor population and economic disparities in the 

country. The campaign was organized by Martin Luther King, Jr. and then carried out by members of 

the Southern Christian Leadership Conference after his assassination on April 4, 1968. The piece was 

intended to sit on the National Mall during the Campaign in the temporary Resurrection City 

encampment and to be surrounded by mural panels depicting the movement with expression from the 

participants of their personal struggles. According to the Washington Post, it was intended to “have 

pointed symbolically to the Capitol.”   

 

The Hand was never installed on the Mall because Resurrection City was torn down in advance of its 

arrival. Instead, the piece sat for decades in the Takoma, DC yard of Vincent de Forest.  In 2008, it was 

moved to the Carnegie Library at Mt. Vernon Square by the Historical Society of Washington, DC as 

part of an exhibit on the Poor People’s Campaign where it remains today and is in need of significant 

restoration.   

 

4th Street, NW, Takoma, DC 

The Hand has roots in Takoma.  The ideals for which it stands are also reflected in the community.  

Takoma is filled with an active residents with a long history of fighting for neighborhood integration and 

civil rights. In 1958, Neighbors, Inc, was formed to support integrated neighborhoods and to combat the 

“blockbusting” occurring in the neighborhood. The community was able to successfully eliminate 

discriminatory practices by real estate agencies.  The community also joined forces in 1964 to fight the 

proposed ten-lane highway that would have cut through the neighborhoods displacing residents and their 

homes.  

 

Once a thriving hub of economic activity, 4th St, NW is in need of additional visitors to bring new life to 

the neighborhood and showcase the many small shops in its mix.  Public art is a way to help achieve this 

goal. Public art represents a community that cares about its public spaces, and with that comes a 

decrease in litter, graffiti and crime and an increase in public awareness, vitality and livability.  
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